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,. " his Designing Triof
- Wasn't AH in Ageord

v —

“Their Styles e
~ Several hundred distin-

The woman from Rome ! ‘guishéd Washington ians

took . issue .with two of her °

* male designing collea,guesm

* millions .ask — ‘(Are wome,

’
1

»

. Her’stand at the Amerxcan,"

.
¥

s

. last night on the questn:?

‘better designers for wom
thand men?” ;-
Micol Fontana .said &

]

'

‘" woman knows “much‘ more 1
i

‘ what to wear and -does not‘
desxgn clothes that are so ;
‘erazy-looking.” . Challenging

Newspaper Women’s Club

 “Summit Conference on

Fhshion”. were; Pierre . Bal-

. main of Bafis -and Arnold /

e+ s e

. #Scaasi of NewsYork, . . !

Sald Balmain, “When a.
desxgner is a bachelor, he:
can design for all women.!:
I've noticed that * matried ,
.men de51gﬁed with their
wives in mind. -Take, for ex-
ample, the laté'Jacques Fabh’s
Genevieve, and Marcel Ro-

; chas’ Helené; I' agree with']

the st;atement that men

‘ should dress women bec

e vt -

" looks, better, in Pauline Tri-
' gere’s® clothes’ than Paulime.”
. He added gallantly, “and:

" of graphite gray velvet and*

. .tably design in their own

: fashions. All were widely ap--

- coat with the widened should- ,
er-look came out, he appeareds
. ¢ call the model and.yank the
" dress down a bit, which.
_amused the audience no end.

e ___.___-————-——:

.

' they are more objecti ‘w
' Women know'‘the details of l
.fashion but these are just

details,” the charming French |

turned out for the cocktall j

event. Nearly all-went throigh
the receiving line headed by
ANWC President® Alice T.
Curran, the designers, and

. Elinor Griest, second ‘vice

president of the club. Many
of the women came wearing
designs. of either Balmain,

. Fontana or Scaasi.

. Mrs. Wiley Buchanan was
overheard’ telling Perle
Mesta, that her Fontana
dress wastthe same one she’d
worn in -Luxembourg when
she was there visiting. “It

' gtill looks pretty and in style,”

said Mrs. Mesta.

A surprise model during the

fashion :show was Bonnie
Buchanan, who wore a Fon-
tana gown. Another surprise

came when Annette Culler,

program chairman of the
ANWC, introduced Gioia Fon-
tana, twenty-year-old niece
of Micol and the newest
addition to the House of Fon-
tana. It was founded by

. Mrs. M. Robert Gu@genhenn,
[ Mis, James 'L ~Houghteling,

‘Martin- Vogel ‘Marcella. M!

‘Brucker,

Ratic g -

“the “cocktail “Hour WhichW

: preceded the showing, held in {

the Sheraton-Pa.rk’s ballroom,
were Fady Lewis, Mr. and |
MTS. Eugerfe - \Rletzke, Mr.
afd - Mzs Galﬁeld Kass, the
Myron Cowens Mr and Mrs.
Frank . Hecht M1 Vs Coulter
Huylel, Mrs P'r'&bon Wn‘e,
Mis. Leshe (Gould . Col:” and

M1 : Elxzabet,h .Fanall the *
Jean Baubes Mme :Gavoty.

Mus. Arthur E.- -Summerfield,
Mrs. Edson O. ‘Sessions, Mls

..,.._._ﬁ__.. S S S

duPont;~ Mrs. - Wilber . M.
) Mme. fvHerve: : Al- !
phand, and Mrsa- :Charles
Cabell an& her;s -'v'daughtej

Amabile Pontana and is now .

.run by her daughters in

member of the couture stated.
. Arnold Scaasi, the 1958
winner‘of the coveted Ameri-
can Fashion Critics' Award, .
paid a backhanded tribute’
to his, feminine designing ¥
colleagues by saying,  No one

Signora Fontana” who wore
a graphic velvet coat over & °
matching short-evening dress

shoes and handbag- to match
that she had designed. He
feels women designers inevi-

image.

. The verbsl fireworks ex-’
ploded after. a, showing of
six of each ot the ‘designer’s

plauded. When Scaasi’s first
design a blue wool T-square

stunned. He said, “I «believe
in short skirts but not ‘that
short” .and proceeded to re-:

Busy Day

Yesterday was & busy day
for the de51gning contigent.
.They were received by Mrs.
Dwight' D. Eisenhower at the
.White House at 12:30 p.m.
At 11 a'm. they had a Wash=
ington-style press conference.

eon at the Italian Embassy.
“Radio and television inter-
views followed in the after-
roon and then the party
given by -the ANWC at 6 p.m.

-All three designers were |

delighted to see Mrs. Eisen-
hower looking so well. Said

{ Balmain, “We are old p
- friends.”

Said Signora Fon-
tana “She’s lovely.”., Said
Scaasi, “Seeing Mrs. Eisen-
hower wearing that burgundy
dress convinces me that when

it’s a toss up between black'|

and white and’ colm, color
wins out,”

LR
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At 1 pm. there was a lunch-

Chattmg amma,tedly durmg




